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Math and Science Notation Tool – WebEQ Equation 
Editor  

Overview 
The Math and Science Notation Tool (WebEQ™ Equation Editor) is a general purpose 
equation editor designed for working with equations. It enables users to use 
mathematical and scientific notation throughout the Blackboard Learning System. 
Users have the ability to add equations, edit existing equations and move equations 
within the Math and Science Notation Tool. All of the Equation Editor symbols are 
based on MathML, a markup language for math on the Web, which is a subset of XML.  
  

Adding Equations to a Content Item 
Blackboard allows the addition of mathematical equations to items contained in any of 
the “Content Areas.” 
 
 

Go to the control panel, then click on the Content Area to which you would like to add an 
equation.  For example, “Course Documents.” 

 
 
 

Click on “Add Item.” 
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Under “Content Information” find the WebEQ icon. 

 
 
 

A new window will appear.  Name your equation, then use the buttons to create the equation. 
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Adding Equations to a Test or Survey 
Note: Instructors may include Essay questions on Assessments that use the Math and Science 
Notation Tool. Students can access the Math and Science Notation Tool to complete the question and 
the Instructor can view all of Students’ work. 

 
• Click on “control panel.” 
• Click on either “test manager” or “survey manager.”  (A test is graded and the grade is 

recorded by student.  Surveys are upgraded and anonymous.) 
• Click on “add test” (or “add survey”). 
• Give the test a name, and optionally add instructions and a description. 
• Choose a question type for your first question (i.e. Multiple Choice.) 

 
 
By default, the equation editor is hidden.  Click on the arrow below the toolbar to expand for more 
options.

 
 
After the second toolbar is expanded, click on the WebEq icon to insert your equation. 
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MathML Equation Editor 
The MathML Equation Editor functions in the same way at the Math and Science 
Notation Tool. Instead of opening with the symbol buttons, a blank text box will 
appear where users can enter XML. 

 

 


